             GOLD COAST SOCCER ZONE INC. COMPETITION         

                          MANAGEMENT CENTRE RULES
1.0

GOLD COAST SOCCER ZONE INC. RESPONSIBILITIES
1.1
Gold Coast Soccer Inc. is to administer the playing rules applicable to the respective standing committee competitions (1) Senior (2) Women’s (3) Junior.

1.2
The conduct of all team officials in carrying out their official functions relating to the teams participation in Gold Coast Soccer Inc. fixtures will fall within the jurisdiction of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. whether inside or outside roped areas, or on or off the bench or in the field of play.

1.3 (a)    
“Clubs” for the purpose of these rules shall mean an incorporated body which shall comprise and/or have the following required attributes:-
a) To comprise of not less than eleven nominated registered playing members;

b) Shall have prescribed rules or constitution binding its members with a determination of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. its rules and by-laws as prescribed hereunder and to the penalty and disciplinary measures adopted by Gold Coast Soccer Inc. in pursuance thereof;

c) Shall have a recognised management committee of not less than three persons;

d) Shall be financially solvent;

e) Shall have aims and/or objects compatible with and/or not inconsistent with objects of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. hereinbefore contained;

f) May be a subsidiary, sub-committee or branch of another incorporated club, company or other approved incorporated body.

1.3 (b)
All clubs and Gold Coast Soccer Inc. are required to effect Public Liability and indemnity insurance, approved by Gold Coast Soccer Inc. to protect Club and Gold Coast Soccer Inc. Officials. Copies of Policies effected or receipts thereof must be lodged with Gold Coast Soccer Inc. by the first pre-season match. Team nomination from Clubs will not be accepted until compliance with this requirement.

2.0          PLAYERS

2.1
The players referred to in these By-Laws are players as defined by the Zone Council for the relevant year who are under the age specified by the Zone Council as at midnight on the 31st December of the current soccer year.

2.2
Financial players are players in respect of whom monies have been paid to Gold Coast Soccer Inc. and / or who have been deemed to have paid registration fees to Gold Coast Soccer Inc. in relation to registration for the then current year.

3.0
AFFILIATION
Gold Coast Soccer Inc. shall affiliate with the Football Queensland and with such bodies and organizations as the Executive Board shall direct.

4.0
LAWS OF FOOTBALL

The Committee shall adopt the laws of football as laid down from time to time in the F.I.F.A. Handbook and current interpretation of same by ruling state bodies in the operation of its competitions.

5.0


DUTIES AND FUNCTIONS OF OFFICERS

5.1
CHAIRPERSON

The Chairperson shall be the Chairperson of all Executive and Management meetings and shall conduct such meetings in accordance with these By-Laws, and shall be an ex-official member of all Committees appointed by the Sub-Committee.

5.2
SECRETARY

The Secretary will attend to the correspondence and official company business as deemed by corporate law and / or the Executive Board.

5.3
FINANCE DIRECTOR

The Finance Director shall be responsible to oversee that all funds collected on behalf of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. shall be lodged within 14 days in a Bank approved by the Executive Board of Gold Coast Soccer Inc., administer the Committee Budget and authorize all accounts raised for payment in accordance with these By-Laws and / or as directed by the Executive Board of Gold Coast Soccer Inc., prepare a Financial Statement for audit and submission to the Executive Board of Gold Coast Soccer Inc., prepare an Annual Budget to be submitted, on approval of a General Meeting of the Committee. 
6.0
AUDITOR

The Auditor shall be the Auditor appointed at the Annual General Meeting of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. All records and / or documents of the Committee shall be made available to the Auditor at his direction and / or at the direction of the Management Committee of Gold Coast Soccer Inc.

7.0
                      MEMBERSHIP OF GOLD COAST SOCCER INC.
7.1

Any club being a member of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. fielding teams in the respective Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. competitions and / or nominating same for the current year shall be members of the Gold Coast Zone Soccer Inc.

8.0
TROPHIES

8.1
All trophies remain the property of Gold Coast Soccer Inc..
Clubs are responsible for:-

(i) The return of the trophies in good order and condition.

(ii) Organising engraving of trophies with the winning team name and club name.

(iii) The return not later than the first day of July each year.

(iv) Replacement value of trophies should such property be lost or damaged whilst in their care.

9.0
PRESENTATION TICKET DISTRIBUTION
9.1
Clubs will be allocated tickets to the Annual Presentation Night on the following criteria:

One ( 1 ) ticket for each senior team to a maximum of two ( 2 ) tickets for clubs with two ( 2 ) or more senior teams, two ( 2 ) tickets for clubs with one or more women’s teams, and one ( 1 ) ticket for clubs with up to four ( 4 ) junior teams, or two ( 2 ) tickets for clubs with five ( 5 ) or more junior teams. The said tickets shall be accumulative provided that no clubs shall have in excess of six ( 6 ) compulsory tickets.
10.0
RIGHT OF USE



10.1
If any person claims that they have permission of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. to use its name for any 
               circumstances which your club feels does not comply with these rules and procedures, contact Gold 
Coast Soccer Inc. office to verify the situation immediately. Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. shall only grant permission in writing. Any breach of this Rule may result in penalties in accordance with Section 2.0 of the CMC Rules.
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2.0 
FINES & PENALTIES

2.1
Fines shall be imposed on clubs, club officials and players for not adhering to the rules of soccer and or the CMC Rules, Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. By-laws or Constitution.  Fines of a greater amount than those listed under section 2.0 FINES can be imposed on clubs from the recommendation of the Management Committee, Executive Board, Disciplinary or Sub-Committees. The maximum fine shall be $500.00 for each offence.

2.2
Clubs may be fined by the Executive Board and Management Committee if in either body's opinion they have brought the game into disrepute.  The maximum fine for each offence shall be $500.00 and/or a maximum bond of $1000.00 to be placed on the offending club for a 12 month time period.

2.3
Fines under section 2.0 FINES shall multiply in accordance with their frequency.

2.4
SEND OFF/CAUTION FINES

2.4.1
a) Player sent from the field by the referee for two yellow cards - one (1) week suspension and a club fine of $30.

b) Player sent from the field by referee Junior males / females or Senior males / females as a result of a red card shall be automatically suspended for the next game in either Cup or League competition in which they are eligible to play. They may also be required to attend the Disciplinary Committee who may extend their suspension and / or fine. (A minimum club fine of $30 will apply and a maximum of $50 may be applied). The Disciplinary Committee to decide additional fine.

2.4.2
Clubs will be fined $10 for any Player who receives a yellow card.

2.5
FORFEIT& TEAM WITHDRAWAL FINES

2.5.1
Forfeit by a team of a:




Junior

Senior



U6 to U10 game




$20



Competition game



$100

$200



Finals Series game (except Final)


$100

$200



Final





$200

$300



Any Gold Coast Soccer Inc. approved competition


$100


Withdrawal of a Team after the nominated date.

$200

$400

2.6
MISCONDUCT BY PLAYERS/ CLUB OFFICIALS

2.6.1
Clubs will be fined for

Minor misconduct



$20


Serious misconduct 


including foul and abusive language.      up to max.
$200


Violent misconduct.

        up to max.
$500

2.6.2
Club will be fined up to a maximum $200.00 for playing a suspended player and forfeit of games won or drawn.
2.7
FALSIFICATION OF OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS.
2.7.1
Falsification of Player Registration Forms
up to a maximum $500 and forfeit of games won 






or drawn in which player/s took part.


Falsification of Official Team Sheets
up to a maximum $500 and forfeit of games won 






or drawn in which player/s took part.

2.7.2 The Club President and Official/s will be required to appear before a Disciplinary Committee which has 

full power to take further action.
2.8
NOT ADHERING TO FIELD/GAME REQUIREMENTS.








Roo
Jnr

Snr








Ball
Competition
Competition

2.8.1
Unmarked or inadequately marked fields up to max.
 -
$100

$100


No officials




 -
$  20

$ 50


No corner posts




 -
$  20

$ 20


No nets





 -
$  20

$ 20


Late start to games



 -
$  20

$ 20


Clubs failing to ring in match results

 -
     -

$ 50



Incomplete Team sheets



 -
$  20

$ 50


Failing to present team sheets to Gold Coast


Soccer Inc within the prescribed time.

 -
$  20

N/A

2.9
FAILING TO ADHERE TO PLAYER REGISTRATION/CONTRACT/ 
CLEARANCE REQUIREMENTS.
2.9.1
Playing an unregistered Player


Senior 




 $200 per game plus forfeit of games won or drawn and 

                                                                                       Coach / Manager to attend Disciplinary Committee

Junior




$  50 per game plus forfeit of games won or drawn.







Coach / Manager to attend Disciplinary Committee

Playing a player without a clearance
$200 per game plus forfeit of games won or drawn.

2.10
OVERDUE ACCOUNTS

2.10.1
Clubs failing to pay monies due to Gold Coast Soccer Inc within the prescribed time of 30 days will be declared unfinancial and will be charged interest of 12% or an amount decided at the Executive Board’s discretion on the outstanding balance.

2.10.2
Clubs declared unfinancial will be ineligible to play in competition fixtures including Top 4 Finals Series and Cup matches until overdue monies have been paid.

2.10.3
Clubs declared unfinancial will not receive voting entitlements. 

2.11
PENALTIES
2.11.1
Any club or individual found guilty of breaching of the CMC Rules, Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. By-laws or Constitution shall be fined up to a maximum of $500.00
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3.0
SENIOR MEN’S & WOMEN CMC RULES.

3.1
PLAYING GROUND/EQUIPMENT.

3.1.1
FIELD SIZES
3.1.1.1
The field sizes shall be of maximum and minimum dimensions as set out in the FIFA Rules.

3.1.2
FIELD MARKINGS
3.1.2.1
The field markings shall be clear and distinct lines (preferably in a white colour) not more than 120mm wide but at least the width of the goal posts.

3.1.3
CORNER FLAGS
3.1.3.1
Corner flags 1.6 metres above ground level, construction of an approved material, must be in place prior to the start of play

3.1.4
GOAL NETS
3.1.4.1
The goal nets should be in good repair and properly secured to cross bar, uprights, and the ground behind the goal, prior to the start of the game.

3.1.5
THE MATCH BALL
3.1.5.1
The match ball is to have its outer casing constructed of approved materials.  The circumference of the ball shall not be greater than 711mm or less than 680mm and weight and pressure will comply with FIFA regulations.  The ball shall not be changed during the game unless authorised by the referee.

3.1.5.2
The designated home team shall supply three match balls for each home game.

3.1.6
DURATION OF GAMES
3.1.6.1
Duration of the games shall be 45 minutes each half with a half time interval minimum of 5 minutes, maximum of 15 minutes.

3.1.7
MATCH OFFICIALS
3.1.7.1
Each club shall provide two ground officials on each playing day, wearing clear 
identification to which inquiries by team managers or referees shall be directed.

3.1.7.2
The four ground officials shall introduce themselves to the referee prior to the start of the match.

3.1.7.3
The ground officials will liaise with referees officials regarding any crowd disturbances, player send offs etc.

3.1.7.4
The ground officials will ensure referees officials are escorted onto and from the field of play.

3.1.7.5(a) Ground officials from each club is responsible for the conduct of all players and team officials on the  

                 bench. 

3.1.7.5(b)Only people named on the team sheet will be permitted on the bench.

3.1.7.6
 Ground officials cannot be one of the team officials on the team sheet.

3.1.7.7
One ground official from each club will station themself on the perimeter of the field opposite the team benches.

3.1.7.8
Ground officials are not allowed on the field of play during the game without the permission of the referee.

3.1.7.9
It is the responsibility that the designated home team provide responsible ball persons for each of the home games.

3.1.8
FIELD SECURITY
3.1.8.1
Home clubs are to provide spectator fence barrier or control ropes positioned at least 2 metres from the boundaries of the playing field.
3.1.8.2
If spectator fence barrier or control ropes are not provided, a clearly defined ground line marking shall be positioned at least 2 metres from the boundaries of the playing field.

3.1.8.3
A line marking 1 metre either side and up to 1 metre from the playing field in front of the
substitution bench will mark the area that team official and substitutes are permitted to stand 
in whilst the match is in progress. This is the designated technical area as shall be defined by FIFA.

3.1.9
NIGHT LIGHTING
3.1.9.1
Floodlighting will comply with the Australian Standard for Football AS 2560.2.3-1986.

3.1.10
ADMISSION CHARGES
3.1.10.1
Admission fee for Premier League and First Division Games shall be as gazetted from time to time by the Zone Committee.

3.1.10.2
Students and all children under the age of 16 (sixteen) years of age will be admitted free to all Gold Coast Soccer Inc. zone competition fixtures.

3.1.10.3
A special free pass will be issued to the Executive Board of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. and to sponsors of Gold Coast Soccer Inc.
3.1.10.4
Free passes will be available to members of the press, radio and television reporting on matches.

3.1.10.5
The "away" team will be issued free passes for 20 (twenty persons for each team, which will be collected by the "home" club and returned to the visiting team at the end of the match.

3.1.11
ALCOHOL
3.1.11.1
Clubs are asked, out of respect for their fellow clubs, not to take alcohol or eskies containing alcohol to games at opposition grounds.

3.1.11.2 In accordance with each clubs licence or permit issued by the States Licensing Body no alcohol shall be consumed outside of this designated licensed area.

3.1.11.3 Zone Committee must have a copy of all club liquor licences.

3.2
STARTING TIMES
3.2.1
Teams must be ready on the field of play to start the game by the designated game commencement time.  No leniency will be permitted. A team will be deemed to have forfeited the game if unable to field a team within fifteen (15) minutes of the designated game commencement time and that team will be liable for match official fees.
3.2.2
Teams not ready to commence the game by the designated time shall be fined in 
accordance with Section 2.0 of the CMC Rules.

3.2.3
Home clubs who cause a delay to the commencement of a game at the designated time due to unsatisfactory field markings, nets not in position, corner flags not installed shall be fined in accordance with Section 2.0 of the CMC Rules.

3.2.4
For the last competition round of the senior soccer season all games shall be played on a Saturday unless otherwise approved by the Executive Board and all will commence at the same designated time.

3.3
TEAM SHEETS.

3.3.1
Official Team Sheets shall be provided by each team and all information requested thereon shall be fully completed. Clubs failing to fully complete team sheets shall be fined under Section 2.0 of the CMC Rules.

3.3.2
Players arriving late, but who have already been recorded on the team sheet must report to the Assistant Referee running the same side as the bench to sign the team sheet. After this has been done the player may then take the field with the referees' permission.  Late players who are on the team sheet are not permitted to sign the team sheet or take the field after half time. If a player whose name is on the team sheet does not turn up by half time then that player must be crossed off the team sheet.

3.3.4
Both team sheets are to be handed to the referee by each team official fifteen (15) minutes prior to the commencement of the game.

3.3.5
On completion of the game the managers/coaches are responsible for ensuring the score indicated on the team sheets is correct and any injuries are recorded ; that the scorers of the goals are correctly recorded, this is to be confirmed by the manager/coaches signature on the back of the team sheet. 

The original Team sheets are then to be handed back to the referee who is responsible for the team sheets delivery to the Gold Coast Inc Office no later than 4pm Tuesday following the match. No faxed copies will be accepted.

Each club must ring through the results at the conclusion of all matches on the day/night played.

3.4
COMPETITION STRUCTURE.

34.1
The competition will consist of:



Senior Men and Women as determined by CMC from time to time

3.4.2
The Premier League will consist of teams that are invited to participate in the Premier League providing they meet the participation pre-requisites which are set down by agreement of the Executive Zone Council.

3.5
REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS

3.5.1
All players shall be registered with Football Federation Australia as either an amateur or professional player as per National Registration Regulations
3.5.2
Players minimum age 15 years, who are registered to play Junior Football with their club, can also play Senior Football but only with the same club within the Gold Coast Soccer Inc competition. The player must still have parental consent and complete the Football Queensland Application to Participate at Different Age Level form.
3.5.7 Clubs, clubs’ officers, players falsifying Official Football Federation Australia. Registration documents will be fined in accordance with Section 2.0 of the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. CMC Rules as determined by the Executive Board.

3.5.8 Registered female players over the age of sixteen (16) years are not eligible to play in men’s competition if Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. provides a competition for them.

3.5.9 Where a team consists of seven (7) or more women players then that team is required to play in the Women’s competition if, one is provided by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. Teams entered into the Women’s competition are not permitted to be of mixed genders.

3.5.10 Clubs will register all players for each team on the Team Lodgement Form and lodge with registration fees. Registrations will close at 5.00pm Wednesday of each week provided the appropriate fee accompanies the player’s application form. 
3.6
PLAYER CLASSIFICATION.

3.6.1
Clubs must register players in the division in which they are going to participate for the season.

(a)
Players who participate in the Senior Men’s competitions are eligible for the division they have registered for and one (1) division lower only at a time. (Eg: Premier Reserve to First Division) or to next division available within the club that he is registered with and must stay in the lower division for three (3) matches before returning to the higher division.

(b) 
Players who participate in the Senior Men Second Division where clubs may have two teams no interchanging between the two teams are permitted.

(c)
Should a club field more than one (1) team in the Women’s competition they must adhere to the following guidelines:


1. Eleven (11) players to be named in the team nominated in the highest competition


2. Fifteen (15) players to be named in the next team nominated (if only two (2) teams nominated remaining players to be named in this squad)


3. Remaining players to be named in the final team nominated (if more than two (2) teams nominated

(d)
No more than two (2) players may play down a grade at a time to a maximum of three (3) games. The penalty for breaking this rule will result in a loss of points for both teams from the offending club and a fine as per section 2 of the CMC Rules.

3.6.2
Players Eligibility for Top 4 Finals Series fixtures will depend on the following criteria -

a)
The player has not played more games in a higher Division, for the same club, than the Division he intends to play in.

b)
The player has played a minimum of three (3) games, for the same club, in the lower Division he intends to play in.

c)
It is permitted to use two (2) players who have played more games in a higher Division, for the same club, but have played a minimum three (3) games to qualify in the lower Division they intend to play in.



Only two (2) such players can be recorded on the team sheet and participate in the game.


d)
There is no restriction on players from lower division, participating in higher Division games.

               e)
For a new player to be eligible to participate in the Top 4 Finals Series they must have played a minimum of eight (8) games for that particular club.

3.6.3
The U18 League is restricted to players Under 18, whose age is declared as at midnight on 31st December of the new soccer year. eg: If the player turns 18 or younger in that year then he is eligible to play Under 18's.

3.6.4
Junior Male Registered players who are a minimum 15 years by date of birth are eligible to participate in Senior Men’s games with the same club that they are registered for within the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. competition. A player younger than 15 years must be assessed by the appropriate person or persons. The player also needs to complete the required Football Queensland Application to Participate at Different Age Level form.

3.6.5
Junior Female Registered players who are a minimum 14 years by date of birth are eligible to participate in Senior Women's games with the same club that they are registered for within the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. competition. Any player younger than 14 years must be assessed by the appropriate person or persons and complete the required Football Queensland Application to Participate at Different Age Level form.

3.7
PLAYER TRANSFER/CLEARANCES.

3.7.1.1
Clubs requiring a transfer of a player (aged 12 years and over)from overseas must lodge a Request for Clearance with Football Queensland who will then undertake to request the transfer from Football Federation Australia.
3.7.1.2
Players cannot participate in Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc competition or cup fixtures until the approved transfer advice from Football Queensland has been received.
3.7.1.3
There is no limit to visa players.
3.7.1.4
Transfer of players between member clubs of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will not be permitted after June 30th each year. 
3.8.2
AMATEUR PLAYERS.

3.8.2.1
If a player who has signed an Amateur Registration Form in one season wishes to transfer to another  Club during the same season, he may do so only on receipt of a Cancellation of Amateur Registration  form from the club he wishes to transfer from. A player may only register with one (1) club at a time and may register with three (3) clubs only during the season but can only play with two (2) clubs for the season as per National Registration Regulations.
3.8.3
NON AMATEUR PLAYERS.

3.8.3.1
As per National Registration Regulations.
3.9
COMPETITION RULES.

3.9.1
Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will adopt the laws of Football as laid down from time to time by FIFA and current interpretations of the same by ruling State bodies in the operation of its competitions.

3.9.2
(a)         In all Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. Senior Men Premier League and First Division, teams may   

replace any three (3) players at any time, including extra time if applicable. Once a player has been replaced that player shall not be permitted to return to the field of play.
(b)
In all Gold Coast Soccer Inc. Senior Women Premier League, teams may replace any three (3) players at any time, including extra time if applicable. Once a player has been replaced that player shall not be permitted to return to the field of play.

(c)
In Senior Men Second Division interchange is permitted to a maximum of five (5) players at any time, including extra time if applicable.
(d)
In Senior Women First Division, Second Division and Third Division interchange is permitted to a maximum of five (5) players at any time, including extra time if applicable.

3.9.3
In the event of forfeits the offending club will be fined in accordance with CMC Rule 2.0 and if a club does not give 48 hours notice to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. they will also be responsible for the Referees fees. A 3-0 win will also be awarded to the opposing team.

3.9.4 
Subject to 3.9.6 no change to the competition draw will be permitted unless the request is received by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. on a Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. match sanction form explaining valid reasons for the request (note* school trips, overseas trips or interstate carnivals are no recognized as valid reasons) completed by both clubs, seven (7) days prior to the fixture only after sanction from the Federation office will the game be changed.

3.9.5
The Executive Board may direct a change be made in the draw due to representative team, circumstances or other commitments to achieve Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. objectives.

3.9.6
Clubs may on application be permitted under a hardship clause to play higher-level players in lower grade Top 4 series fixtures, Pre or Post season fixtures in the case of goalkeepers only.  Applications to be lodged in writing stating the reasons to the office of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. prior to the fixture. Whereupon, after reviewing permission may be granted.
3.9.7 Before the last competition round, all catch up games must be completed, unless otherwise approved by the Executive Board.

3.9.8 (a) In the event of the Match Official deeming that the two opposing teams colours are similar the Match   

Official has the authority to request that the visiting team change their strip.

3.9.8 (b) If a club wishes to change it’s playing strip eg: colour or design they cannot change the strip unless 

first approved by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. prior to doing so. Application is to be in writing and accompanied by a colour photo or colour diagram or brochure of the total strip being:- shirt, shorts and socks.

3.9.9 Any breach of the above competition rules may result in the reversal of competition points for said 

breach and clubs will be fined in accordance with Section 2.0 of the CMC Rules.

3.10.
REFEREES & LINESMEN.

3.10.1
In all cases priority of appointment for referees and assistant referees shall be in accordance with the following procedures in the following order:-

3.10.1(a)Referees and Assistant Referees who are current full members of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. and have been appointed by their governing body to control the match.

3.10.1(b)Previously qualified Referees and Assistant Referees not presently affiliated with any referees body who respond to a home club's request for such Referees and Assistant Referees.

3.10.1(c)In the event that 3.10.2 and 3.10.3 requirements cannot be met then the officials of each of the teams will agree on an appointment of an unqualified referee and/or assistant referee.  In the case of a disagreement in this selection, the home ground officials shall make the appointment.

3.10.2
Under 3.10.2 to 3.10.4 the Appointed or Agreed Referee’s decisions shall have the same weight as an approved Referee and are covered by all insurances carried by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.
3.10.3
No match shall be deferred due to the unavailability of qualified Referees and/or Assistant Referees. Provision of Referee and Assistant Referee shall be the responsibility of the home club.

3.10.4
Gazetted Referees and Assistant Referees fees as agreed at the Annual General Meeting each year will be payable for each sanctioned match.

3.10.5
For competition and non-competition games the home club as designated on the draw is responsible for paying Referees and Assistant Referees fees immediately after completion of the match. 

3.10.6
The duly appointed referee has the power to suspend, or terminate the game whenever by reason of interference by spectators or other case he deems such stoppage necessary.  In this case a full detailed report by the Referee will be issued to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. who will review the matter on receipt of this report.

3.11
COMPETITION POINTS

3.11.1
Teams shall receive 3 (three) points for a win result, 1 (one) point for a draw, and 0 (nil) points for a loss result.

3.11.2
The winner of the competition shall be declared Premiers.

3.11.3
If on the completion of the competition games teams are recorded as equal on points, then goal differences shall be taken into consideration in determining:


(1)
the league premiers in each division;


(2)
the top four teams in the league to play off in the finals series;


(3)
the teams to be promoted or relegated.

3.11.4
In the case where goal differences shall be taken into account then the procedure will be to calculate each team's number of goals 'for' less the number of goals 'against' with the highest resulted goal difference being declared the winner.

3.11.5
In the event of the goal difference calculation in 3.11.4 being equal then the team with the highest amount of goals 'for' will be declared the winner.

3.11.6
In the event that both the goal difference and highest amount of goals 'for' are equal, then a play off between the two teams will determine the winner.

3.12
PROMOTION AND RELEGATION.

3.12.1
The club finishing in last place in the competition points table in the Premier League first 
grade, Premier Women and First Division Men’s competition each year will be relegated to the next lower division for the following year's competition.

3.12.2
Subject to the following conditions, one team shall be promoted from the First Division to Premier League Men and from Second Division Men to the First Division Men:

a)
They are a separate club (not already in Premier League or First Division);

b)
The team must achieve either 1st or 2nd place on the competition ladder, the highest position will be eligible for promotion;


c)
Meet the criteria for the respective competitions
3.12.3
If no First Division team qualifies under the above conditions, no promotion for Premier League Men or relegation will occur for that particular year.

3.12.4
Subject to the following conditions, one team shall be promoted from the First Division Women to Premier League Women and from Second Division Women to First Division Women:

a)
They are a separate club (not already in Premier League or First Division); however in the event that a team withdraws from the competition then a club who wishes to nominate a second team in the Premier League or First Division will be accepted for that current season.

b)
The team must achieve either 1st or 2nd place on the competition ladder, the highest position will be eligible for promotion;

c)
Meet the criteria for the respective competitions

3.13.
PRE/POST SEASON COMPETITIONS
3.13.1
The Pre/Post Competition shall be played as a round robin competition. Each club can nominate as many teams as they desire. A nomination fee is applicable to all teams.

3.13.2
Points will be awarded as follows: 3 points for a win, 1 point for a draw and no points for a loss. If teams are equal then goal difference will be taken into account goals for and against.
3.13.3
In Quarter Finals onwards in the event of a draw after normal time, 10 minutes each way extra time will be played.  In the event of a game being drawn after 10 minutes each way extra time, a penalty shoot out in accordance with FIFA rules will determine the winner.

3.13.4 A Team Sheet must be completed before each game in the Pre/Post competition. Lower grade players can play up once their team is eliminated.
3.13.5(a) Referee fees are to paid to the referee at the completion of the game

3.13.5(b) Each team will be responsible for half of the referee and assistant referee fees applicable.

3.13.6
The prize pool for Pre/Post competitions will be made up of team nomination fees and such further sums or prizes as maybe determined by the Executive Board for the current season only.

3.13.7
The Pre/Post Final will be played at a venue determined by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

3.14
TOP 4 FINALS SERIES.

3.14.1(a) The Top 4 teams in the Premier League competition shall play in the final series in the following 

                format:-

1) First Place will play fourth

2) Second Place will play third

3) Will be played on a home and away basis 

4) The two teams with the highest points will play in the Grand Final

5) In the event of two teams being equal goals for and against will decide who goes through to the

              Grand Final

3.14.1(b) The Top 4 teams in remaining competition divisions shall play in the final series in the following 

               format:-


1)
Major Semi Final
- First place will play second;


2)
Minor Semi Final
 -Third place will play fourth;


3)
Preliminary Final
 - Loser Major Semi Final V Winner Minor Semi Final


4)
Grand Final - Winner Major Semi Final V Winner Preliminary Final.

3.14.2
In the event of games being drawn after normal duration, after a 5 minute break 10 minutes each way extra time will be played.  

3.14.3
In the event of a game being drawn after extra time, a penalty shoot out in accordance with FIFA rules will determine the winner.

3.14.4
Selection of venues for Top 4 Finals Series fixtures will be determined by the placing's of all Senior Men and Women’s competition grade teams excluding Premier League.

 1)  Major Semi Finals
 - will be played at the ground of the Premiership winning club. 


               2)  Minor Semi Finals 
- will be played at the ground of third placed club.


 3)  Preliminary Finals 
- will be played at the ground of major semi-final losing club.


 4)  Grand Finals

- will be played at a venue nominated by Gold Coast Soccer Inc.

3.14.5
In the event of the host venue not having sufficient floodlighting or unsatisfactory ground conditions the games will be held at the venue of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.’s choice and with the agreement of that selected club and providing the ground conditions and floodlighting are satisfactory.

3.14.6 Payment of Referee’s fees in the Top 4 Finals Series will be the responsibility of the host club / ground. In the event that Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. moves the game to a venue other than that of the two competing teams Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will be responsible for the referee fees. Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. is responsible for the referee fees at the Grand Finals.

3.15
ADVERSE WEATHER
3.15.1
Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. may cancel any part of or the entire competition round of games because of weather conditions or other abnormal reasons without reference to clubs, providing the period of notice is at least 2 hours where possible. Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will be responsible for issuing notices to the media.

3.15.2
Competition or pre or post season games may be cancelled at any time at the direction of the local statutory authority (councils) that are responsible for the grounds and maintenance.

3.15.3(a) Premier League grounds will be inspected between 9am – 10am the morning of the scheduled fixture to see if the venue is playable. If a venue is not playable the inspector, who will be a Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. nominated official will notify both clubs. If the inspector decides not to cancel the game the final decision will rest with the match official of the scheduled match.

3.15.3(b) In all other competition’s games may be cancelled by the referee as per 3.10 if in his opinion he believes that the weather conditions or resultant ground conditions will make playing of the game unsafe for players and officials. 

3.15.4 Immediately after a decision to cancel a game has been made by the Match Official the home club must inform the Federation immediately.
3.15.5 In the event of cancellation of a Premier or First Division competition match the match will be rescheduled to the following Tuesday night including Match of the Round. Sunday and Monday competitions will go to the following Thursday night. Wednesday night competition will play on the following Sunday.  If the venue is not suitable / available Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will advise the venue, date and time of the rescheduled match/es. 
If due to further wet conditions the rescheduled games are cancelled then all games will be rescheduled by Gold Coast Soccer Inc. to complete the competition draw within two (2) weeks of the rescheduled date.
A match sanction form is required for any rescheduled wet weather match that cannot be played on the allotted night.

3.15.6
If after the commencement of the game the weather and playing conditions deteriorate making the game unsafe and unplayable, then the referee as per 3.10 may at his discretion suspend or terminate the game by reason of the elements. 
The game will be rescheduled as per the CMC Rules.

3.16
PROTESTS.

3.16.1
Protests concerning ineligible, unregistered or over age players must be lodged on the back of the team sheet by the coach or manager and a written protest on club letterhead must be lodged no later than 5.00pm 2 working days following the match and lodged with a $100 fee.

3.16.2
Protests will be dealt with by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

3.16.3
Clubs are entitled to an appeal from a decision of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. to a Board of Appeal.  Such appeal is to be made in writing on club letterhead within fourteen (14) days from the date of the written advice of the decision and accompanied by a $100.00 fee.

3.16.4 If an appeal is upheld the appeal fee will be reimbursed to the club by the offending club. This will be 

              in addition to any other penalty imposed.

3.17
TRIAL MATCHES.

3.17.1
All matches played within the region or matches outside the region organised by clubs must be sanctioned by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in order for the participants to be covered by any Insurance Scheme that is in operation at the time of the proposed match.

3.17.2
Sanction is obtained by lodging a Match Sanction Request Form completed by both clubs with Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. seven (7) days prior to the match. Which will then be either sanction or not sanctioned by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. if the match is sanctioned referees will be appointed accordingly.

3.17.4
All matches within the zone will be appointed referees by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in reference to by-law 3.10

3.17.5
Any matches including Pre-Season, Trial Games, Pre and Post Season Tournaments are required to be sanctioned on the condition that they comply with Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. CMC Rules.  

3.18
INTRASTATE, INTERSTATE OR OVERSEAS TOUR BY CLUBS.

3.18.1
Any tour conducted by a Club affiliated directly or indirectly to the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. must have the written permission of the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. who will then apply for sanction to Football Queensland to obtain the written permission needed to travel within Australia and must have the written permission of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc., Football Queensland and the Football Federation Australia to travel outside Australia.

3.19
REPRESENTATIVE PLAYERS

3.19.1
Club teams that have three (3) or more representative players are eligible to request a reschedule for any affected game. Requests to reschedule games must be made in writing seven (7) days prior to the game. Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will then determine the date, time and venue to which the match will be rescheduled.

3.19.2
Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. shall retain claim on any player required to participate in representative fixtures for Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.  Players not making themselves available for representative fixtures shall be asked to show cause as to why their club should not be fined subject to the findings of the Executive Board.

3.19.3
Players whose principal place of residence is within the bound to the Gold Coast zone and who are invited to attend the Queensland Academy of Sport are eligible for selection in Gold Coast Zone Representative Teams.
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4.0 JUNIOR BOYS & GIRLS COMPETITIVE AGE CMC RULES
4.1
PLAYING REQUIREMENTS

4.1.1
FIELD SIZES


UNDER 11 to 17/18

Refer to FIFA sketch.


The field markings shall be distinct lines not more than 120mm wide.

4.1.2
CORNER FLAGS

For competition age groups Corner flags 1.6 metres above ground level, constructed of an approved material must be in place prior to the start of play.

4.1.3
GOAL NETS


The goal nets shall be in good repair and properly secured prior to the start of play.

4.1.4
THE MATCH BALL


The match ball made of approved materials, weight and pressure and of the following sizes:


UNDER 11, 12, 13


size 4
(600mm min - 625mm max)


UNDER 14, 15, 16, 
    

size 5
(685mm min - 710mm max)

4.1.5
DURATION OF GAMES


Duration of games shall be:


UNDER 11

25 minutes each way



UNDER 12, 13

30 minutes each way


UNDER 14

35 minutes each way


UNDER 15, 16

40 minutes each way


UNDER 17/18

45 minutes each way

Half time interval shall not exceed 5 minutes except by consent of the Referee.

4.1.6
GROUND OFFICIALS

Each club shall provide one Ground official on each playing day, wearing identification to which team managers and referees inquiries may be directed.

4.2
PLAYERS

4.2.1 (a)
A team having at least seven (7) of their listed registered players present at the nominated starting time must take the field and be ready to start play without delay after the appointed referee indicates to the teams, by word or by whistle, that the match is to be commenced.
4.2.1 (b) A competition team must have seven (7) of their listed registered players on the field of play and ready to commence play within fifteen (15) minutes after the nominated starting time otherwise that team shall forfeit the match.

4.2.2
The maximum number of players to be registered per competition age team is 15.

4.2.3
The maximum number of substitutes per team allowed for any game shall be 4. These 4 players may be substituted at any time during the game and more than once during the game with the referees’ permission.

4.2.4
Moulded boots are recommended for Junior players.

4.2.5
Registered players are not permitted to play in competition more than two (2) years above the age group  for which they are eligible by date of birth:-

An example:-
An 11 year old player who is registered in the correct age group of U12 shall not be eligible to participate in an U14 match / fixture or associated activity until the age of twelve (12) is attained by date of birth. The player in question shall be eligible to participate in an U13 match / fixture or associated activity when the player is eleven (11) years of age.

4.2.6 The minimum age of any registered player eligible to participate in the U14 girls competition shall be eleven (11) years by date of birth. Females registered to play in a boys team will comply with the two (2) year ruling as per 5.2.6

4.2.7 Junior female registered players who are a minimum fourteen (14) years by date of birth are eligible to participate in Women’s senior games with the same club that they are registered for within the Gold Coast Soccer  Zone Inc. competition.
4.3
STARTING TIMES

4.3.1
Teams must be ready to start by the designated time.  No leniency will be shown.  Teams not ready to start by the designated time shall be fined in accordance with Section 3.0 of the by-laws. 

4.3.2
Home clubs that cause a delay to the starting time due to fields not marked etc, shall be liable for a fine according to section 3.0 of the by-laws provided that the circumstances are reported by the Referee or the opposing teams’ Coach/Manager on the back of the team sheet setting out the circumstances.
4.4
TEAM SHEETS

4.4.1
Team sheets shall be provided by the host club and shall have the date, team name (if any), club, age and division, and actual starting time entered thereon,  together with the names of intending players and nominated substitute players with  their applicable registration  number and shirt number against each player's name. Clubs failing to complete team sheets shall be liable for a fine according to Section 2.0 of the by-laws.
4.4.2
Both teams shall complete the team sheet prior to the start of the match and at the conclusion of half time the team sheet shall be handed to the referee by the designated home team.
4.4.3
Players arriving late, but who have already been recorded on the team sheet must report to the designated team sheet area to sign the team sheet.  After this has been done the player may then take the field with the referee's permission.  Late players are not permitted to sign the team sheet or take the field after half time.

4.4.4
On completion of the game the managers/coaches are responsible for ensuring the correct score is indicated on the team sheets, this is to be confirmed by the manager's/ coach's signature on the team sheet. Team sheets are to be handed to the home club official.  The home club official is to ensure that these team sheets are forwarded to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. no later than Monday afternoon following the fixture.

4.4.5
Clubs are to ring the match results for Friday night and Saturday morning games through to Gold Coast Soccer Inc. office at the completion of the last game of the day at that venue. The original team sheets are to be received by Gold coast Soccer Inc. no later than noon Tuesday following the fixture. (due to publication deadlines)

4.5
REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS/TEAMS

4.5.1
Clubs are required to nominate teams on the Team Nomination Form with the applicable fee by the date set by the Executive Board each year.  Team nominations will close at the Registrars Meeting each year. No team nominations will be accepted after that date and clubs will be fined in accordance with Section 2.0 for withdrawal of a team after that date.  

4.5.2
Clubs will Register all players for each team on the Team Registration Form and lodge them together with the Junior Player Registration Form (parent consent) for all players and the registration fees due.

Registrations will close at 5.00pm on Wednesday prior to the first week of competition only. Further player registrations will be accepted up to 5.00pm Wednesday of each week provided the appropriate fee accompanies the player's application form.

4.5.3
A player’s age is declared as at midnight 31st December of the new soccer year. Whatever age a player turns in the calender year that is the age they play under.

4.5.4(a)
Each Club shall be entitled to attend a meeting set by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. for the determination of divisions and to make reasonable representations as to which division(s) each of the teams nominated by the Club shall be placed.

4.5.4(b)
As a general principle the top team of a division in the preceding year will be promoted to the next highest division in the succeeding year and the last team of a division in the preceding year will be relegated to the next lower division in the succeeding year.

4.5.4(c)
A team that comprised of seven (7) or more registered players of the same team from the previous season is considered to be that same team when deciding age groups and divisions for the new season.

4.5.9
Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will gazette and advertise sign-on dates in the local media. 
4.6
COMPETITION RULES

4.6.1
The Junior Program will comprise competitive ages Under 11up to and including Under 18 consisting of boys and girls.

4.6.2
Points are recorded - 3 for a win; 1 for a draw; 0 for a loss for competitive teams Under 11 up to and including Under 18.
4.6.3
A forfeit results in a 3 - 0 win and 3 points to the team meeting its commitment and no points for the forfeiting team.

4.6.4
If a club forfeits a game they shall be subject to a fine under section 2.0 of the CMC Rules and will also be liable for referee and assistant referees’ fees unless 48 hours notice has been given to the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.
4.6.5
At completion of the competition the leading point scorer in the division will be declared 
Premiers.  If two teams are level on points the team with the highest goal difference shall be declared Premiers.  If still level the team which has scored the greater number of goals shall be declared Premiers.  If teams are still level dual Premiers shall be declared.

4.6.6(a)
Players may play in any team they are eligible for by age and or higher age group including the Top Four Series bearing in mind the ruling of 4.6.6b, 4.6.10, 4.2.6 and 4.2.7. 
4.6.6(b)
A player may play in a higher age group but only in one lower division than that in which he/she is registered, eg: U12 Division 2 to Under 13 Division 3. A player may not play in two (or more) lower divisions regardless of the age increase.
Note:  A player may play up an age group at any time provided that the Football Queensland Application to Participate at Different Age Level form has been completed.
4.6.7
Any player registered in a higher division team within an age group, may be re-graded to a lower division team in the same age group by the club, provided that once being re-graded he must play at least 3 games in the lower division team before being allowed to play again in the higher division.  The name of any player re-graded to a lower division team must be advised to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.  No inter-changing to a lower division shall take place after June 30th of the current season. Issue is subject to the Executive Board in exceptional circumstances.
4.6.8
Any player registered in a lower division team within an age group, may play 2 games in a higher division team, on the 3rd game the player must stay up and his name must be advised to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.
4.6.9
Where a club has 2 teams playing in the same division within an age group, the teams must be numbered (1) and (2) and no players may interchange between teams.  Written application can be made to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. for the transfer of a player only once during the season.  No transfers shall take place after June 30th of the current season. Issue is subject to the Executive Board in exceptional circumstances.

4.6.10  (a)

A player to be eligible for the final series in the lower age, must have played more than half the scheduled competition games of that age group in that respective team.  Transfer of players between member clubs of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will not be permitted after June 30th each year. (*NOTE: All Senior competitions are classed as a higher age group)

4.6.10  (b)

A player to be eligible for the final series in the lower age, must have played more than half the scheduled competition games of that age group in that respective team.  Transfer of players between member clubs of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will not be permitted after June 30th each year. 
4.6.10 (c)

New players to be eligible for the Top Four Series must play a minimum of 8 games for the club in that age group in that respective team. Issue is subject to the Executive Board in exceptional circumstances.

4.6.10  (d)

There is no restriction on players from lower divisions of an age group, participating in higher division of the same age group games in the Top Four Series.

4.6.10  (e)

If a player transfers from one club to another then they must play at least half of the remaining games in that team to be eligible for the Top Four Series. Transfer cut off date still applies June 30th of each year.

4.6.11
Requests for alterations to scheduled competition draw (date and time) may be made to the Federation in special circumstances such as State Representative Titles or State Representative competition commitments, 7 days prior to the event on a Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. match sanction form completed by both clubs which will then be either sanctioned or not sanctioned by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. (note* school trips, overseas trips or interstate carnivals are no recognized as valid reasons). Issue subject to the Executive Board in exceptional circumstances.
4.6.12
Coaching from the sideline shall only be carried out by the coach, provided the information is given in a quiet non-hysterical, non-abusive, non-negative manner.  A coach may only enter the field of play with the referee’s permission. Standing or coaching by any person is prohibited from behind the goals. 

The appointed referee, or agreed referee, shall report to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. misconduct or any misdemeanour on the part of players and named substitutes, team officials, spectators, or other persons which take place whether on the field of play or in its vicinity at any time prior to, during, or after the match in question, so that appropriate action 
can be taken by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc., in accordance with the CMC Rules and Gold Coast Soccer By-Laws.

4.6.14
In competitive age groups the Junior Top 4 Final Series is played between the top 4 teams in each division after the completion of the final competition round each year.  


1) The top four teams will be the teams with the highest points at the end of the competition.


2) In the event of two teams being equal goals for and against will decide who goes through to the Top 

                  Four Series.

4.6.15
The Top 4 teams in each competition division shall play in the final series in the following format:


1)
Major Semi Final - first place will play second place


2)
Minor Semi Final - third place will play fourth place


3)
Preliminary Final - loser major semi final V winner minor semi final


4)
Grand Final
 - winner major semi final V winner preliminary final

Games will be of normal duration; if drawn at full time, 10 minutes each way extra time will be played.   In the event of a game being drawn after 10 minutes each way extra time, a penalty shoot out in accordance with FIFA rules will determine the winner.


Selection of venues for Top 4 Finals Series fixtures will be determined by the Executive Board.

1)
 Major and Minor Semi Finals - will be played at the ground of the Premiership winning club of each age in each division.

2) 
Preliminary Finals - will be played at the ground of major semi final losing club of each age


of each division.


3) 
Grand Finals         - will be played at the ground at a Gold Coast Soccer nominated venue.

4.6.16
An infringement of the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. CMC Rules or Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. By-laws including the Junior Section will be dealt with in accordance with the CMC Rules and fines, forfeits and or suspensions may be imposed by the Executive Board. Rights of appeal against any such determination are also set out in the CMC Rules.

4.6.17 Any breach of section 4.2 or 4.6 of the competition rules may result in the reversal of competition points for said breach and clubs will be fined in accordance with Section 2.0 of the CMC Rules.

4.6.18  (a)

In the event of the Match Official deeming that two opposing teams colours are similar the Match 


Official has the authority to request that the visiting team change their strip.

4.6.18  (b)

If a club wishes to change it’s playing strip eg: colour or design they cannot change the strip unless first approved by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. prior to doing so. Application is to be in writing and accompanied by a colour photo or colour diagram or brochure of the total strip being:- shirt, shorts and socks.

4.7
REFEREES AND ASSISTANT REFEREES

4.7.1
In all cases priority of appointment for Referees and Assistant referees shall be in accordance with the following procedures and in the following order:-

4.7.2
Referees and Assistant Referees who are members of the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. Branch providing the referee is 2 years older than the age of the playing teams and in the case of the U16 age group senior Referees.

4.7.3
Previously qualified Referees and Assistant Referees not presently affiliated with any referee's body if called upon by the host club.
4.7.4
Unqualified Referees and Assistant Referees when it shall be necessary for the officials of each team to agree on the person/s appointed and in the case of disagreement the ground official shall make the appointment.

4.7.5
Under items 4.7.2 to 4.7.4 the appointed or agreed referees’ decision shall have the same weight as an approved Referee.

4.7.6
No match shall be deferred due to the unavailability of qualified Referees and Assistant Referees. Provision of Referee and Assistant Referees shall be the responsibility of the home club.

4.7.7
Gazetted Referees and Assistant Referees fees will be as agreed at the Annual General Meeting each year.

4.7.8
For competition and non-competition games the home club as designated on the draw is responsible for paying Referees and Assistant fees immediately after completion of the match.

4.7.9
For Top 4 Finals Series Referees and Assistant Referees will be shared equally by the 2 competing teams.

4.7.10
Federation Age Carnival Fees will be as gazetted each year at the Annual General Meeting. Fees for Invitational Carnivals shall be by arrangement with the host club.

4.7.11
All Junior Referees are to be paid the full scheduled fee as gazetted at the Annual General Meeting..

4.8
ADVERSE WEATHER

4.8.1
Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc is aware of the many varied ground conditions that may cause the need to cancel a competition game.  At all times the safety of player and officials are of the upmost concern.

4.8.2
1) Junior games may be cancelled at any time at the direction of the local statutory authority (Councils) who are responsible for the grounds and maintenance.

2) Games may be cancelled by the appointed, official or agreed referee if in his opinion he believes that the weather conditions will make the playing of the game unsatisfactory and unsafe.

4.8.3
Immediately after a decision to cancel a game has been made by the Referee’s Inspector, the home club must inform Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. and the visiting club and if possible give at least 2 hours notice prior to the start of the game.

4.8.4
Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. may cancel the entire competition round of games because of weather conditions or other abnormal reasons without reference to clubs, providing the period of notice is at least 2 hours. Where ever possible Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will be responsible for issuing notices to the media.

4.8.5
In the event of cancellation of a competition game the game shall be rescheduled to be played as follows:

1) Friday night scheduled fixtures - will be replayed the following Wednesday night.   If the venue is not available for games on the Wednesday night, teams are to advise Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in writing. Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will advise clubs of the rescheduled fixture arrangements.   

2) Saturday morning scheduled fixtures - will be replayed the following Sunday week. If the venue is not available for games on the Sunday morning teams are to advise Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in writing. Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will advise clubs of the rescheduled fixture arrangements.   

3) Monday night scheduled fixtures - will be replayed the following Thursday night. If the venue is not available for games on the Thursday night teams are to advise Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in writing. Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. will advise clubs of the rescheduled fixture arrangements.   

4) The rescheduled match is to be played at the same time as the cancelled game as shown on the draw.

5) In the event that there are no other cancelled games to be played on that ground on the Wednesday night, Thursday night or Sunday morning, club's can negotiate an earlier starting time and advise Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. 48 hours prior to the game.

6) If due to further wet conditions the rescheduled games are cancelled then all games will be rescheduled by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. to complete the competition draw within two (2) weeks of the reschedule date.

7) No fixtures that have to be rescheduled can be rescheduled on the same day as set down by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. for Age Carnivals (competition age groups only). It can be rescheduled for the following weekend.

4.8.7
If after the commencement of the game the weather and playing conditions deteriorate making the game unsafe and unplayable, the officially appointed or agreed referee may at his discretion suspend or terminate the game by reason of the elements. The game will be rescheduled as per CMC Rule 4.8.6.

4.8.8
The officially appointed or agreed referee has the power to suspend, or terminate the game whenever by reason of interference by spectators or other case he deems such stoppage necessary.  In this case a full detailed report by the Referee will be issued to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. who will review the matter on receipt of this report.

4.9
PROTEST PROCEDURE.

4.9.1
A written protest on club letterhead must be lodged no later than 5.00pm 2 working days following the incident and must be accompanied by a $100.00 protest fee.

4.9.2
Where there is a suspected ineligible player, either unregistered or over age, the approach is for the coach/and or manager of the team after the match to make note of the player’s name and player’s shirt number on the back of the team sheet in “Managers Remarks” section. 

4.9.3
Protest concerning the results of matches, unregistered or overage players must be recorded on the team sheet by the protesting team’s official and duly signed by the official of the team. CMC Rule 4.9.1 must also be adhered to.

4.9.4
The protest will be dealt with by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

4.9.5
If a protest is upheld the hearing fee will be refunded to the club.

4.10
CARNIVALS

4.10.1
Clubs must nominate in writing each season at a date nominated by the Executive Board to host any Invitational, Memorial or Annual Carnival. Host clubs will be determined by the Executive Board each season.

4.10.2
Age Carnivals will be conducted and held at a venue to be decided by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in the U6 to U11 age groups.  Participation by all registered teams is encouraged but is not compulsory.

4.10.3
The Age Carnival nomination fee is U6 to 8 - $12.00 per team, U9,10 - $15.00 per team, U11upwards $20.00 per team, although $50.00 per team to a maximum of $200.00 deposit will be charged by the host club and the balance will be returned after the nominated teams participate in the Carnival.

4.10.4
Only teams registered with Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. are permitted to participate in Age Carnivals. Club composite teams are permitted however "best" composite teams is not encouraged.

4.10.5
AGE CARNIVAL PROCEDURE

UNDER 6,7 AND 8 AGE CARNIVALS ARE NON COMPETITIVE

4 10.5.1
All Junior Age Carnivals will be conducted on a Round Robin format.

4.10.5.2
Teams are to be divided into equal Groups/fields depending on nominations received.

4.10.5.3 Teams will play all teams in the group. 

4.10.5.4
All players will receive a participation ribbon.

UNDER 11 AGE CARNIVAL ONLY
4.10.5.4
Teams will be awarded points for the round robin series as follows: 


Points 4 for a win


           2 for a score draw


           1 for a scoreless draw


           0 for a loss

4.10.5.5 After the Round Robin series, 8 teams will advance to the quarter finals. The 8 teams will be:

the winners of each group: If necessary to complete the 8, the 2nd placed team with the highest points. If teams are equal on points, the following sequence will be used to determine the 2nd placed team:

 
(i)  highest goal difference


(ii) greatest number of goals scored


(iii) best game result during the round robin series


(iv) penalty shoot out.

4.10.5.6
The Quarter final teams will be drawn from a hat to decide and will then be called game 1,2,3,4

4.10.5.7
The winners of the Quarter final will then play the semi-finals, the winner of game 1 plays the winner of game 3 and the winner of game 2 plays the winner of game 4.

4.10.5.8
The winners of the semi final will play the final.

4.10.5.9
In the quarter finals and onwards, if games are drawn, then extra time of 5 minutes each way will be played. This extra time will be sudden death, in that the first goal scored ends the game and determines the winner.

Corners for and against will be counted during the extra time period only, and if no goal scored, these corners will be used to determine the winner.


If still equal after all above, then a penalty shoot - out will be conducted.

4.10.5.10 -All games during round robin and q/finals onwards will be of the same duration.


   Age      Duration          Half time      Time between matches       Game Cycle


   U6       5min e/w            1min                     2mins                         13mins


   U7       5min e/w            1min                     2mins                         13mins


   U8       8min e/w            1min                     2mins                         19mins


   U9       8min e/w            1min                     2mins                         19mins


   U10     8min e/w            1min                     2mins                         19mins


   U11   10min e/w            1min                     2mins                         23mins

4.10.5.11-Draw Duration for One Field


  Teams      No of Games     No of Games                    Game Duration

                                 per team              

5min e/w         8min e/w         10min e/w

                                                                                     (13mins)         (19mins)         (23mins)



  3
         3                       2                              39m            57m            1hr 9m


  4
         6                       3                        1hr 18m      1hr 54m            2hr 18m


  5
        10                      4                        2hr 10m      3hr 10m            3hr 50m


  6
        15                      5                        3hr 15m      4hr 45m            5hr 45m


  7
        21                      6                        4hr 33m      6hr 39m            8hr 03m


  8
        28                      7                        6hr 04m      8hr 52m          10hr 44m

4.10.5.12- Team Leaders will be provided for every Under 6, Under 7 and Under 8 game 

4.10.5.13- Referees (Under 9,10 and 11) will be provided for every game. 

4.10.5.14-The decision of the team leader/referee will be final. Team Leaders/Referees are instructed to 

                report any misconduct by players or spectators to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

4.10.5.14-If a referee issues a red card the offending player will automatically miss the next game.

4.10.5.15-Further penalties may be applied by the carnival officials depending on the severity of the send    

                 off.

4.10.5.16-If a player is issued with two (2) yellow cards during the carnival that player will automatically 

                miss the next game.

4.10.5.17-Clubs must have a code of conduct in place which spectators, officials and parents are made 

aware of. These carnivals have been adopted for the enjoyment of junior players participating sportsmanship and fair play should always be encouraged.

4.10.5.18-Officials. 


A minimum of three easily recognised officials who will be responsible for:


Administration of the carnival.


Time keeping.


Co-ordination of Referees.

4.10.5.19-In accordance with Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. rules and permit issued by the States Licensing 

Body, no alcohol shall be consumed outside of this designated licensed area.

4.10.5.20 -No Invitation Carnivals will be permitted on the two weekends prior to or after a Gold Coast  

                Soccer Zone Inc. Age Carnival of the same age.

4.10.6
Clubs wishing to conduct Invitation Carnivals must lodge a request for sanction to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in writing prior to the Registrar’s Meeting of the current year. 

4.10.7
Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. after receiving nominations in writing by the nominated date for Carnivals that clubs wish to host, will compile for publication a Junior Carnival Calendar for the entire season.

4.10.8
The number of total Carnivals will be limited to the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. Age Carnival plus three (3) invitation carnivals per age group per season. Memorial Carnivals covering more than one age group are exempt from this rule.

4.10.9 Carnival rules and format of carnivals are to be given in writing to each coach or manager before the carnival commences.

4.10.10
Teams and players must nominate in the age group in which they play in competition.

4.11
TRIAL MATCHES

4.11.1
Matches not scheduled competition or cup matches must be sanctioned by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in order for the participants to be covered by any Insurance Scheme that is in operation at the time of the proposed match.

4.11.2
Sanction is obtained by lodging a Match Sanction Request Form signed by both clubs with Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. seven ( 7 ) days prior to the match which will then be either sanctioned or not sanctioned by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc., if the match is sanctioned then referees will be appointed accordingly.
4.11.3
All matches within the Gold Coast Soccer Zone  Inc. zone will be appointed referees by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. in reference to CMC Rule 4.7
4.11.4
Pre-Season, Trial Games, Pre and Post Season Tournaments will be sanctioned on the basis that they comply with Gold Coast Soccer Zone  Inc., Football Queensland and Football Federation Australia By-laws.

4.12
INTRASTATE, INTERSTATE OR OVERSEAS TOUR BY CLUBS.

4.12.1
Any tour conducted by a Club affiliated directly or indirectly to the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. must have the written permission of the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. who will then apply for sanction to Football Queensland to obtain the written permission needed to travel within Australia and must have the written permission of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc., Football Queensland and the Football Federation Australia to travel outside Australia.

4.13
REPRESENTATIVE PLAYERS

4.13.1
Club teams which have three (3) or more representative players are eligible to reschedule any affected game.  Requests to reschedule games are to be in writing fourteen (14) days prior to the game and must be played on the date gazetted each year by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

4.13.2 Players who are registered with Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. and who are invited to attend the Queensland Academy of Sport are eligible for selection in Gold Coast Representative Teams.

4.13.3 Players who are selected for Gold Coast Representative Teams must not play in any Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. fixture five (5) days prior to participating in their first representative fixture.
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5.0 MINI SOCCER CMC RULES

5. 1
THE FIELD OF PLAY

5.1.1 Dimensions

The field of play should be rectangular. In the adult game large variations in length and breadth are allowed. In view of the fact that Rooball may be played on the quarters or halves of a main adult field there will still be variations.

The recommended sizes are:

Under 8 and younger 
 
Under 9 



Under  U10


30m x 20m


40m x 30m


max: 70m x 50m










min: 60m x 45m

5.1.2
Markings


To simplify the markings there is to be a halfway line, a centre spot and a goal area.


a) Goal area


U8 and younger -  Nil


U9 – 8m Length x 16m Width 
U10 – 7m radius from centre of goal line.


Note: No person shall be allowed within the radius behind the goal area at either end.


b) Half-way line - completed or broken line across centre of field.


c) Centre circle
               U10  - 7m radius from the goal line


d)  Corner area 

There is no need for the corner area to be marked for Rooball. Corners can be taken from the point where goal line and touch line meet.

5.1.3 The Goals

It is very important for younger players that the goal size is closely related to their age.

The internal height and width of the goals should be:


U8 and younger





Minimum:
Height: 
0.90m

Maximum:
Height: 1.0m


Minimum:
Length:
1.80 m

Maximum:
Length: 2.0m

U9 
Minimum:
Height: 1.60m

Maximum:
Height: 4.80m

Maximum:
Height: 2.00m

Maximum:
Height: 5.00m

U10


Height: 2.00m


Length: 6.0m

5.2      THE BALL.

5.2.1
Ball sizes should be: 


U9 and Younger
size 3

U10 size 4

5.3
NUMBER OF PLAYERS

The number of players for Rooball provides for the optimum involvement and development of the young player

5.3.1 U6 – Teams of four (4) players ONLY. A minimum of three (3) players per team are required to start the match. A maximum of six ( 6 ) players shall be registered per team unless otherwise approved by the Federation.

5.3.2 U7 and U8 – Teams of five (5) players ONLY. A minimum of three (3) players per team are required to start the match. A maximum of seven (7) players shall be registered per team unless otherwise approved by the Federation.

5.3.3 U9 – Teams of seven (7) players ONLY. One of whom shall be a goalkeeper. A minimum of five (5) players per team are required to start the match. A maximum of (9) players shall be registered per team unless otherwise approved by the Federation.

5.3.4 and U10 - Teams of nine (9) players ONLY. One of whom shall be a goalkeeper. A minimum of five (5) players per team required to start the match.  A maximum of twelve (12) players shall be registered per team unless otherwise approved by the Federation.

5.3.2
Interchange

5.3.2.1
Under  6/7/8 – Interchange of players is permitted during all Rooball games. Interchange is encouraged to provide each player equal time and provide an opportunity for a supportive coach to help the young player.  Each side may field a maximum of 2 interchange players. Any player may be substituted at any time. The Coach or Game Leader is allowed to make the interchange while the ball is in play, but must wait until the substituted player has left the field.

5.3.2.2
Under  9/10 – Interchange of players is permitted during all Rooball games. Interchange is encouraged to provide each player equal time and provide an opportunity for a supportive coach to help the young player. Each side may field a maximum of 3 interchange players. Any player may be substituted at any time, including the goalkeeper, provided the referee is advised at the time of the change. A player once substituted may return to the field of play at any time, provided that they are substituted for another player.


Note: All team players in attendance at a game shall play at least half a game unless 
injured.

5.3.3
Player Qualification

5.3.3.1
The minimum age of any registered player eligible to participate in any match/fixture or associated 

activity shall be five (5) years by date of birth.

5.3.3.2
Age group. Whatever age a player turns during the calendar year, then that is the player's age group.

Note:  A player may play up an age group at any time provided that the Football Queensland Application to Participate at Different Age Level form has been completed.
5.4
PLAYER'S EQUIPMENT

5.4.1
A player should not wear anything which is dangerous to another player.  The Law does not insist on soccer boots (the Federation recommends moulded sole soccer boots) or training shoes may be worn.

Note:  Protective shin pads MUST be worn by all players taking the field for matches or training.

5.5
COACHING

5.5.1
Coaching is allowed from the side-line only, no one shall coach from behind the goal line. Coaching shall be carried out by the coach, provided the information is given in a quiet non-hysterical, non-abusive, non-negative manner. No coach or manager may be on the field of play at any time except if a player is injured and the referee calls them on.

5.5.2
Standing or coaching by any person is prohibited from behind the goals.

5.5.3
The Game Leader / referee shall report to Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. misconduct or any misdemeanour on the part of spectators, officials, players, named substitutes or other persons which take place whether on the field of play or in its vicinity at any time prior to, during, or after the match in question, so that appropriate action can be taken by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc., in accordance with these CMC Rules.

5.5.4
All Coaches, Managers and Officials shall comply with the Child Protection Policy adopted by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

5.6
DURATION OF GAME

5.6.1
The duration of a game of mini soccer shall be:


U6

2 halves of 15 mins

 U7 and U8 
2 halves of 20 mins


U9 and U10
2 halves of 25 mins


The half time interval shall not exceed 5 minutes for all age groups.

5.6.2
There is no stoppage of play for interchange.

5.7 
THE START OF PLAY

5.7.1
Under 6/7/8 – Kick off is determined by a choice between the “captains” as to which hand the “match leader” has his or her whistle in, or coin, or any other alternative. A game is started with a kick forward to a team mate from the middle of the half way line. The opposition must be 4.5m away from the ball at this time. *Note: If the player kicks the ball into the goal without a team mate touching the ball, it is no goal; when it deflects off a defender into the goal, it is a goal.

5.7.2
Under 6/7/8 – When a goal is scored, there is no kick off but a restart from the back line. 

5.7.3
UNDER 9/10 – The game is started by a kick off from the centre mark. The player who kicks off cannot kick the ball again until another player has kicked the ball.  

5.7.4
UNDER 9/10 – The team winning the toss of a coin shall have the choice of ends.  

5.7.5
UNDER 9/10 –The team not kicking off must stand outside the centre circle until the ball is kicked. 

5.7.6
UNDER 9/10 –After a goal has been scored the game is restarted from the centre mark with the side conceding the goal taking the kick.  

5.7.7
All age groups – Following half time the game is restarted with the teams changing ends and the kick off being taken by the side who did not start the game. 

5.7.8
A goal cannot be scored direct from the kick off.

5.8
BALL IN AND OUT OF PLAY
5.8.1
The ball is out of play when it has wholly crossed the goal line or the touch line, or when play has been stopped by the Referee. These lines are part of the field of play. 

5.8.2
UNDER 6/7/8 – If the ball crosses the back line after touching the defending team last a corner kick is taken from the nearest corner.

5.8.3
UNDER 6/7/8 – If the ball crosses the back line after touching the attacking team last a goal kick off the ground is taken from the back line.

5.8.4
UNDER 6/7/8 – If the ball crosses the side line there will be no throw in but a kick from behind the side line. To encourage quick restarts and decision making under pressure, the team in possession has three seconds to recommence the play from a restart. This can be done by the match leader having a countdown of “Ready-set-go!”. When the match leader shouts out: “Go!”, the ball is deemed to be in play and the defending team can encroach within the 4.5m zone and attempt to win the ball.

5.8.5
UNDER 9/10 – If the ball is kicked over the goal line (not in the goal) by an attacker a goal kick is taken from inside the goal area. 

5.8.6
UNDER 9/10 – If the ball is kicked over the goal line (not in the goal) by a defender a corner kick is taken from the nearest corner.

5.8.7
UNDER 9/10 – If the ball crosses the side line there will be a throw in from the side line. The player faces the field of play, part of each foot either on or behind the side line, uses both hands and delivers the ball from behind and over his or her head. The thrower may not touch the ball again until it has touched another player. If he/she does, then a free kick is rewarded against him/her.

5.9
METHOD OF SCORING

5.9.1
A goal is scored when the whole of the ball has fully crossed the goal line between the goal posts and under the cross bar.

5.9.2
UNDER 6/7/8 – When original goals or goal posts (poles) are not available and cones are used for goals then a goal is scored when the ball passes between the cones without knocking them over.

5.9.3
Players in U9 and U10 may score goals from anywhere on the field.

5.10
FOULS AND MISCONDUCT

5.10.1
Fouls and Misconducts are:


a)
Kicks or attempts to kick an opponent


b)
Trips or attempts to trip an opponent


c)
Jumps at an opponent


d)
Charges an opponent


e)
Strikes or attempts to strike an opponent


f)
Pushes an opponent


g)
Tackles from behind to gain possession of the ball


h)
Making contact with the opponent before touching the ball


i)
Holds an opponent


j)
Spits at an opponent


k)
Handles the ball deliberately


l)
Plays in a dangerous manner


m)
Impedes the progress of a player

5.10.2
The law emphasises the need for players to behave in a manner appropriate for a sportsperson. At this level it is important for the Referee to determine the intention of the players relative to the above offences and to at all times encourage sporting conduct.

5.10.3
The goalkeepers are the only players who are allowed to touch the ball with their arms or hands (except for throw ins) and only within their goal area.

5.11
FREE KICKS

5.11.1
UNDER 6/7/8 – All free kicks are deemed to be “indirect”. (The “indirect free kick is one where a goal cannot be scored unless it has been touched by another player other than the kicker). All of the opposing players should be at least 7 metres from the ball when a free kick is taken.

5.11.2
UNDER 9/10 – All free kicks are deemed to be “indirect”. (The “indirect free kick is one where a goal cannot be scored unless it has been touched by another player other than the kicker). All of the opposing players should be at least 7 metres from the ball when a free kick is taken.

5.11.3
UNDER 9/10 –Free Kicks awarded to the attacking team for a defending player touching or playing the ball within the goal area (except the goalkeeper) shall be taken from the goal area line at a point nearest to where the infringement occurred.  A free kick awarded to the defending team for an attacking player touching or playing the ball within the goal area shall be awarded as a goal kick.

5.11.4
UNDER 6/7/8 – A free kick will be awarded if any player touches the ball with his/her arm or hands anywhere on the field of play.  

5.11.5
UNDER 9/10 – A free kick will be awarded if any player touches the ball with his/her arm or hands anywhere on the field of play. Only the goalkeeper may touch the ball within the goal area. The goalkeeper may touch the ball with his/her hands/arms/feet inside the goal area but if the ball is touched by the goalkeeper with his/her hands/arms outside the goal area a free kick will be awarded.

5.12
OFF SIDE AND PASS BACK RULE

5.12.1
There is no offside rule in Rooball, but deliberately placing a player or players in an offside position is contrary to the spirit of the game and is discouraged.

5.12.2
UNDER 9/10 – The “pass back” rule is when a defending player passes the ball intentionally back to the goalkeeper.

5.12.3
The “pass back” rule applies to u9/10 groups. Only the defending goalkeeper is allowed to handle the ball in the penalty area. Upon receiving the ball, in his penalty area, during the course of normal play the goalkeeper may kick or throw (note pass back rule) the ball back into play.

5.13
GOAL KICK
5.13.1
Goal kicks are awarded when the whole of the ball has crossed the goal line 

(except for the scoring of a goal) and was last touched by one of the attacking team.

5.13.2
UNDER 6/7/8 – Goal kick off the ground from the back line.

5.13.3
UNDER 9/10 – Goal kicks may be taken from anywhere within the goal area. 

5.13.3
Opponents must be 7 metres from the ball.

5.14
CORNER KICK
5.14.1
When the ball passes out of play along the goal line (as above) and was last touched by one of the defending team a corner kick is awarded.  

5.14.2
Opposing players shall be at least 7 metres from the ball.  

5.14.3
A goal cannot be scored direct from a corner kick.

5.15
THROW INS

5.15.1 UNDER 6/7/8 – There is no throw in but a kick from behind the side line. To encourage quick restarts and decision making under pressure, the team in possession has three seconds to recommence the play from a restart. This can be done by the match leader having a countdown of “Ready – set – go!” When the match leader shouts out “Go!”, the ball is deemed to be in play and the defending team can encroach within the 4.5m zone and attempt to win the ball.

5.15.2 UNDER 9/10 – The ball is thrown in from the spot where ball left the field of play. The player taking the throw in must face the field with both feet on the ground and throw the ball into the field delivering the ball over the head using both hands.

5.15.3 UNDER 9/10 – Players should be given a second attempt if the first throw is invalid. The referee or coach should assist the player to achieve the correct method. 

5.15.4 UNDER 9/10 – Following two foul attempts then the throw in is given to the opposing team.

5.16 
GOAL AREA
5.16.1
UNDER 6/7/8 – There is no goal area.

5.16.2
UNDER 9/10 – Players may enter or move through the goal area but only the goalkeeper may touch or play the ball within that area.

5.17
REFEREES

5.17.1
UNDER 6/7/8 – We advise that a club member or parent assist the players during the game. His or her main role is to keep the game moving fluently and with minimal breaks. He or she is more of a game leader than a Referee. Their main role as Game Leader is to explain to the children that when the ball goes behind the back line or when a goal is scored the game is restarted from the back line. Keep the opponents 4.5m away from all restarts.

5.17.2
UNDER 9/10 – Where qualified referees are not available, the home club shall appoint the referee. The role of the referee in such games should be to encourage the participants and even offer constructive advice where appropriate, and also give positive praise to players from both sides.

5.18 
CANCELLED GAMES

5.18.1
Games cancelled due to unsafe playing conditions are not replayed unless the appropriate Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. match sanction form is completed by both clubs and lodged and approved by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

6.0
NATIONAL DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS

Please find this in About GCS – Official Forms & Docs – General on Gold Coast

Soccer’s Official Website (www.goldcoastsoccer.com.au
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7.0
CODE OF BEHAVIOUR

7.1
PARENTS’ CODE OF BEHAVIOUR
As parents, coaches and official hold an enormous influence over the children and youth of the club, they are expected to set an exemplary standard of behaviour and not bring the game into disrepute.

7.1.1
Encourage children to participate, if they are interested.  However, if a child is not willing, do not force him or her.

7.1.2
Focus upon the child’s efforts and performance rather than the overall outcome of the event.  This assists the child in setting realistic goals related to his/her ability by reducing the emphasis on winning.

7.1.3
Teach children that an honest effort is as important as victory, so that the result of each game is accepted without undue disappointment.  Emphasise the virtue of good sportsmanship.

7.1.4
Encourage children to always participate according to the rules.

7.1.5
Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or losing a game. Do not criticise players in front of the other parents, spectators or players, particularly your own child.

7.1.6
Remember children are involved in organised sports for their enjoyment, not yours.

7.1.7
Remember that children learn best from example.  Applaud good plays by all teams.

7.1.8
If you disagree with an official, raise the issue through the appropriate channels rather than questioning the official’s judgement and honesty in public.  Remember, most officials give their time and effort for your child’s involvement.

7.1.9
Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from sporting activities.

7.1.10
Recognise the value and importance of volunteer coaches.  They give of their time and resources to provide recreational activities for the children and deserve your support.

7.1.11
Avoid use of derogatory language based on gender.

7.2
SPECTATORS CODE OF BEHAVIOUR.

7.2.1
Remember that children play organised sports for fun.  They are not playing for the entertainment of spectators only, nor are they miniature professionals.

7.2.2
Applaud good performances and efforts from each team.  Congratulate all participants upon their performance regardless of the game’s outcome.

7.2.3
Respect the officials’ decisions.  If there is a disagreement, follow the appropriate procedure in order to question the decision and teach the children to do likewise.

7.2.4
Never ridicule or scold a child for making a mistake during a competition.  Positive comments are motivational.

7.2.5
Condemn the use of violence in any form, be if by spectators, coaches, officials or players.

7.2.6
Show respect for your teams’ opponents.  Without them there would be no game.

7.2.7
Encourage players to follow the rules and the officials’ decisions.

7.2.8
Demonstrate appropriate social behaviour by not using foul language, harassing 
players, coaches or officials.

7.2.9 Avoid use of derogatory language based on gender.

7.3
COACHES CODE OF BEHAVIOUR.

7.3.1
Be reasonable in your demands on young players’ time, energy and enthusiasm.

7.3.2
Teach your players that rules of the sport are mutual agreements which no one should evade or break.

7.3.3
Whenever possible, group players to give a reasonable chance of success.

7.3.4
Avoid over-playing the talented players. The “just average” players need and deserve equal time.

7.3.5
Remember that children participate for fun and enjoyment and that winning is only part of their motivation. Never ridicule or yell at the children for making mistakes or losing a competition.

7.3.6
Ensure that equipment and facilities meet safety standards and are appropriate to the age and 
ability of the players.

7.3.7
Take into consideration the maturity level of the children, when scheduling and determining the length of practice times and competition.

7.3.8
Develop team respect for the ability of opponents as well as for the judgement of officials and opposing coaches.

7.3.9
Follow the advice of a physician when determining when an injured player is ready to recommence training or competition.

7.3.10
Make a personal commitment to keep yourself informed of sound coaching principles and the principles of growth and development of children.

7.3.11
Avoid use of derogatory language based on gender.

7.4
CLUB OFFICIALS CODE OF BEHAVIOUR

7.4.1
Ensure that equal opportunities for participation in sports are made available to all regardless of ability, size, shape, sex, age, disability or ethnic origin.

7.4.2
Ensure that equipment and facilities are safe and appropriate.

7.4.3
Ensure that adequate supervision is provided by qualified and competent coaches and officials capable of developing appropriate sports behaviour and skill technique.

7.4.4
Ensure that parents, coaches, sponsors, administrators, officials, physicians and participants understand their responsibilities regarding fair play.

7.4.5
Make a personal commitment to keep yourself informed of sound officiating principles.

7.4.6
Ensure that your behaviour is consistent with the principles of good sporting behaviour. Actions speak louder than words.

7.4.7
Condemn unsporting behaviour and promote respect for all opponents.

7.4.8
Compliment all participants on their efforts.

7.4.9
Distribute a code of behaviour sheet to spectators, officials, parents, coaches, players and the media.

7.4.10
Avoid use of derogatory language based on gender.
7.5
PLAYERS CODE OF BEHAVIOUR

7.5.1
Play by the rules.

7.5.2
If you disagree with an official, raise the issue through the appropriate channels rather than questioning the official’s judgement or honesty in public.

7.5.3
Control your temper. Verbal abuse of officials or other players, deliberately provoking an opponent is not acceptable or permitted in any sport.

7.5.4
Work equally hard for yourself and/or for your team. Your team’s performance will benefit, so will you.

7.5.5
Be a good sport. Applaud all good plays whether they be by your team, opponent or the other team.

7.5.6
Treat all players as you would like to be treated. Do not interfere with, bully or take unfair advantage of another player.

7.5.7
Co-operate with your coach, team-mates and opponents. Without them there would be no
competition.

7.5.8
Play for the “fun of it” and not just to please parents and coaches.

7.5.9
Avoid use of derogatory language based on gender.

7.6
FIFA FAIR PLAY STATEMENTS

7.6.1
Play to win. 

Winning is the object of playing any game. Never set out to lose. If you do not play to win, you are cheating your opponents, deceiving those who are watching, and also fooling yourself. Never give up against stronger opponents but never relent against weaker ones. It is an insult to any opponent to play at less than full strength. Play to win, until the final whistle.

7.6.2
Play fair. 

Winning is without value if victory has been achieved unfairly or dishonestly. Cheating is easy, but brings no pleasure. Playing fair requires courage and character. It is also more satisfying. Fair Play always has its reward, even when the game is lost. Playing fair earns you respect, while cheats are detested. Remember: it’s only a game. And games are pointless unless played fairly.

7.6.3
Observe the Laws of the Game. 

All games need rules to guide them. Without rules, there would be chaos. The rules of football are simple and easy to learn. Make an effort to learn them, so you understand the game better. This makes you a better player. It is just as important to understand the spirit of the rules. They are designed to make the game fun to play and fun to watch. By sticking to the rules, you will enjoy the game much more.

7.6.4
Respect Opponents, Team-mates, Referees, Officials and Spectators. 

Fair Play means 
respect. Without opponents there can be no game. They have the same rights as you have, including the right to be respected. Your team-mates are your colleagues. You form a team in which all members are equal. Referees are there to maintain discipline and Fair Play. Always accept their decisions without arguing, and help them to help you enjoy the game more.  Officials are also part of the game and must be respected accordingly. Spectators give the game atmosphere. They want to see the game played fairly, but must also behave fairly themselves.

7.6.5
Accept Defeat with Dignity.

Nobody wins all the time. You win some , you lose some. Learn to lose graciously. Don’t seek excuses for defeat. Genuine reasons will always be self evident. Congratulate the winners with good grace. Don’t blame the referee or anyone else. Determine to do better next time. Good losers earn more respect than bad winners.

7.6.6
Promote the Interests of Football. 

Football is the world’s greatest game. But it always needs your help to keep it as Number 
One. Think of football’s interest before your own. Think how your actions may affect the image of the game. Talk about the positive things in the game.  Encourage other people to watch it or play if fairly. Help others to have as much fun from football as you do.  Be an ambassador for the sport.

7.6.7
Reject Corruption, Drugs, Racism, Violence and other Danger to our Sport. 

Football’s huge popularity sometimes makes it vulnerable to negative outside interests. Watch out for attempts to tempt you into cheating or using drugs. Drugs have no place in football or any other sport or in our society. Say No to Drugs. Help Kick Racism out of football. Treat all players and everyone else equally, regardless of their skin colour or origin. Show that football does not want violence, even from your own fans. Football is Sport, and Sport is Peace.

7.6.8
Help Others to Resist Corrupting Pressures. 
You may hear that team-mates or other people you know are being tempted to cheat in some way. They need your help. Don’t hesitate to stand by them. Give them the strength to resist. Remind them of their commitment to their team-mates and the game itself. Form a block of solidarity, like a solid defence of the field of play.

7.6.9
Denounce Those who Attempt to Discredit our Sport. 

Don’t be ashamed to show up anybody who you are sure is trying to make others cheat. It’s better to expose them and have them removed before they can do any damage. It often takes more courage to denounce what is wrong, than to go along with a dishonest plan. Your honesty will be admired but your complicity will not. Don’t just say No. Denounce the culprit who are trying to spoil our Sport before they can persuade somebody else to say Yes.

7.6.10
Honour those who Defend Football’s Good Reputation. 

The good name of football has survived because the vast majority of people who love the game are honest and fair.  Sometimes somebody does something exceptional that deserves our special recognition. They should be honoured and their fine example made public. This encourages others to act in the same way. Help promote football’s image by publicising its good deeds.
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8.0
REFEREES BY-LAWS

8.1
STRUCTURE OF A REFEREES STANDING COMMITTEE
8.1.1
A Zone Standing Committee shall be authorised by the Executive Board of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.
8.1.2
The Referees Standing Committee will consist of the Referee’s Director as the Chairman and seven (7) elected members.
8.1.2
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary shall be known as the executive and shall meet as and when necessary to make decisions in the interests of members on any matter whatsoever which can not be withheld until the next meeting of the sub-committee or the full body of members.

8.2
VACANCIES ON STANDING COMMITTEE
8.2.1
The term of appointment for the elected members representative shall be as determined in the Football Queensland by-laws.
8.2.2
In the event of serious misconduct by an elected and /or appointed member of the Standing Committee the matter will be dealt with in accordance with Section 7 of the by-laws.

8.3
MEMBERSHIP
8.3.1
Any person who applies for membership as a Referee for Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. shall have completed the examinations and/or assessments necessary to qualify as Referees under FIFA and/or Football Federation Australia
8.3.2
Any application and/or expression of interest for any kind of membership in any capacity must be submitted on the official application for registration form.

8.3.3
Each completed application for registration form shall be submitted to the Standing Committee who shall make recommendations to the Zone Executive Board who shall have the discretion and power to accept or decline the application.

8.3.4
Any person who applies to the Standing Committee for membership in any capacity shall disclose in writing, at the time of application, any association or relationship with any soccer body, organisation, committee or club or any membership to any soccer body, organisation, club or committee.

8.3.5
Non active persons who may have some special expertise or knowledge, which may be of benefit to or make a contribution to active referees, will be accepted as members by invitation only.  Any such invitation is subject to final approval by the Executive Board of Gold Coast Soccer Inc.
   

8.3.6
All successful memberships shall be valid from January 1 in the year of application through to December 31 in the year of application or part thereof should the application be submitted and accepted after January 1 in the year of application.
8.3.7
Any person whose application for registration and/or membership is accepted by the Standing Committee shall disclose in writing any association, membership or relationship with any soccer body, organisation, committee or club which they begin to have during the term of any membership and/or registration granted by the Standing Committee.

8.3.8
In the event of serious misconduct by a member of Gold Coast Soccer Inc. Referees, the Gold Coast Soccer Zone Committee shall be empowered to appoint a person or persons to take whatever reasonable and lawful steps they consider necessary to fully investigate any such complaint or report. After investigation any further action taken, or deemed necessary, shall be in accordance with the rules and/or by-laws of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

8.3.9
The Standing Committee shall be authorised to recommend a fee at its absolute discretion for any kind of membership whatsoever.

8.3.10
Any person whose application is accepted by the Standing Committee shall pay a fee for membership which shall be determined at the discretion of the Executive Board of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

8.3.11
Any person who does not pay the fee in full, fourteen (14) days after acceptance of their application shall have their application denied.
8.3.12
Any person who has their membership withdrawn shall be eligible and permitted to reapply for membership along with the prescribed fee.

8.4
REFEREES APPOINTMENTS
8.4.1
An appointments panel shall be authorised by the Zone Committee and shall consist of not less than 3 persons, and any other person in an ex-officio capacity as the Executive Board sees fit.
8.4.2
The panel shall meet determine a day and time to meet during the season.
8.4.3
The duties of the panel shall be:

(1) To grade and/or regrade referees on the basis of inspection reports and such other information as may be required for this purpose.

(2) To make appointments as required for juniors, women's, senior and any other matches sanctioned by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

(3) To make appointments if necessary or desirable for any other soccer matches within the jurisdiction of Gold Coast Soccer ZoneInc.

8.4.4
Appointments will be available in writing for member's information from the offices of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. after 4pm on the Tuesday of each week. Any appointments not collected by members before 9am on the following day will be posted out.

8.4.5
Any member who is unable to carry out an appointment is required to advise the office of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. by no later than 4pm on the Thursday of their inability to accept the appointment and the reason therefore.   Where it is not practicable for notice to be given by the above time then notice is to be given as soon as possible and the reasons for such late notification shall be advised to the appointments panel for their information and consideration with regard to future appointments.

8.4.6
The panel shall appoint one of its members to act as co-ordinator between regular meetings of the panel with fully authority to authorise and arrange for the appointment of replacement officials if a member, for any reason whatsoever is unable to fulfil an appointment.

8.4.7
No member shall accept any appointment as a referee or assistant referee other than those allotted by the appointments panel or panel co-ordinator. For any breach of this by-law the member may be subjected to a period of suspension determined by the sub-committee.

8.4.8
Any member failing to give an acceptable reason for failure to fulfil an allotted appointment may be subjected to a period of suspension determined by the sub-committee.

8.4.9
Any member who knowingly officiates at any match with any referee official under suspension by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. or any other soccer body shall be liable to be dealt with by the sub-committee.

8.5
REIMBURSEMENT OF REFEREES 

8.5.1
If for any reason whatsoever fees are not paid to referees in accordance with junior, senior and women's by law then the fees will be paid to the referees by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. and the home club will be billed accordingly.

8.5.2
If any match is not commenced or terminated for failure of lights or any other cause not specified by junior, senior or women's by laws then the referees shall be reimbursed by the designated home club as follows: 


(1) Match not commenced




 20% of scheduled fees


(2) Match terminated before the first half is finished

 50% of scheduled fees


(3) Match terminated after the first half is finished

100% of scheduled fees

8.5.3
Not withstanding the provisions of 3.9.4 should any referees turn up to fulfil an appointment to find that one or the other of the teams has forfeited or forfeits before the advertised start time without giving 4 hours notice to Gold coast Soccer Inc and or the appointments panel co-ordinator then the referees shall receive 50% of the scheduled fee paid to them by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. and billed to the club which forfeited.

8.6
INSPECTION OF REFEREES
8.6.1
The sub-committee shall appoint such persons as they consider adequately qualified and competent to act as inspectors of both junior and senior registered referees, and, potential referees.

89.6.2
Contingent upon the numbers and availability of inspectors, all referees will be subject to inspection not less than 3 times each season.

8.6.3
All inspection reports are required to be received at the Federation office for forwarding to the Referees Development Officer or a person designated by him, no later than 72 hours after the inspection. Any action deemed necessary as a result of the inspection by the Referees Development Officer and or the appointment panel and/or the referee's sub-committee shall be made and implemented within 7 days of the inspection.

8.6.4
All referees being registered for the first time with Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. shall be inspected before they have completed three appointments.

8.6.5
Inspection reports shall be made available at all times to the appointment panel.

8.6.6
Inspectors shall be reimbursed at a rate of $10 per inspection or such other fee as may be determined by the Executive Board of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. and be payable on a monthly basis.

8.7
GRADING OF REFEREES
8.7.1
Referees shall be graded by the appointment panel utilising such information as may be necessary or required for this purpose.

8.7.2
The panel may devise and utilise any method or system it so chooses in order to grade referees for the greater benefit of soccer on the Gold Coast.

8.7.3
Every registered referee shall be considered for regrading at least twice during every season.

8.7.4
Grading and/or regrading shall take into account any or all of the following:


(1) The referees actual qualifications


(2) The referees experience within these qualifications


(3) The referees record of attendance at training


(4) The referees attendance at and availability for matches


(5) The referees field performance


(6) Inspection reports


(7) Any other pertinent relevant information

8.7.5
Any registered referee who wishes to discuss any matter concerning their grading may request a meeting with the appointment panel for this purpose.

8.7.6
Any registered referee who has acted in accordance with 8.7.5 and is unsatisfied with their grading may, in writing, request the sub-committee to review the grading setting out therein the full grounds on which they consider a review is warranted.  The decision of the sub-committee shall be final.

8.8
COMPLAINTS AND MISCONDUCT
8.8.1
Any complaints or reports of misconduct made by any person or body against any registered referee or appointed person will only be acknowledged if made in writing and submitted together with any supporting evidence within 7 days of any alleged reportable incident.

8.8.2
All complaints or reports shall initially be considered by the referees sub-committee who are empowered to take whatever steps they may consider necessary to fully investigate any such complaints or reports.

8.8.3
After investigation any further action taken shall be in accordance with the Rules of Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc.

8.9
PERIOD OF NOTICE
8.9.1
For the purpose of these by laws all positions except that of Chairman shall be deemed to be for a period of 12 months commencing on 1st January each year.  The period of the Chairman shall be as determined at the AGM.

8.10
RESPONSIBILITIES OF REFEREES
8.10.1
The referee is required to arrange for the Team Sheets of any senior competition game or cup match at which he/she has officiated, to be received at the Federation office no later than 4:00pm Tuesday following the game.

8.10.2
The referee is required to arrange for the Team Sheets of any senior women's competition game or mid week games at which he/she has officiated, to be received at the Federation office by no later than 48 hours following the game.

8.10.3
The referee is required to make a written report on the prescribed form of any players he/she has cautioned in any match sanctioned by Gold Coast Soccer Zone Inc. which is to be received at the Federation office no later than 4:00pm Tuesday following the game.

8.10.4
Any match referee or appointed official who orders a player from the field or places a player, coach, manager, official or club on report shall make a written report on the prescribed form which is to be received at the Federations office within 48 hours of the incident giving rise to the report.

8.11
FINES AND PENALTIES
8.11.1
Failure to submit Team Sheets within the nominated time

$20.00

8.11.2
Failure to submit send off, caution or other reports within


the nominated time





$20.00

8.11.3
Fines are to be paid within 28 days of notification or the member 


shall be declared unfinancial

8.11.4
Any member who has been declared unfinancial shall not be


eligible for any appointments.

  9.0
RISK MANAGEMENT

9.1
Gold Coast Soccer Inc. Anti Harassment Policy & Procedures

9.2
Football Federation Australia Policy on Anti Discrimination

9.3
Football Federation Australia Policy on Infectious Diseases

9.4
Football Federation Australia Policy on Sun Safety

9.5
Football Federation Australia Policy on Harassment

9.6
Football Federation Australia Policy on Sporting Equipment & Facility Safety

9.7
Football Federation Australia Policy on Smoking

9.8
Football Federation Australia Policy on Alcohol

9.9
Football Federation Australia Policy on Social Justice

9.10
Football Federation Australia Policy on Pregnancy

9.11
Football Federation Australia Member Protection Policy

9.12
Child Protection Act
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